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Tibetan youth dies after immolating self in Ngaba, toll
reaches 165
Phayul[Thursday, November 28, 2019 13:06]

By Tenzin Dharpo

DHARAMSHALA, Nov. 28: A Tibetan youth
named  Yonten  has  died  after  committing
self  immolation in Ngaba town situated in
the county by the same name in occupied
Tibet’s  Amdo  region  in  the  so-called
Sichuan  Province  on  Wednesday,
November 27, 2019.

According  to  information  given  by  Dharamshala  based  Kirti  Jhepa  Monastery's  monks
Lobsang  Yeshi  and  Kanyag  Tsering,  Yonten  set  himself  ablaze  around  4  pm local  time
yesterday  to  protest  against  the  repressive  policies  of  China  inside  occupied  Tibet.  The
monks report that the Tibetan youth has perished from his injuries.

The 24 years old hailed from the Meruma
township in Ngaba where his father Sodhon
and mother Tsekho Kyi still reside. Yonten
was a former monk who later disrobed to
help his family in their nomadic livelihood.

The sources also said that the situation in
Ngaba is tense and is under a lock down
following the incident. “We have no further
information  on  whether  the  body  of  the
deceased  has  been  handed  over  to  the
family  or  not  since  all  channels  are  now
blocked,” the monks said in a statement.

This  marks  the  165th  Tibetan  to  self
immolate  in  occupied  Tibet  and in  exile  since  2008.  Thupten  Ngodup (2008)  and Tapey
(2009) were the first Tibetans to self immolate in exile and inside Tibet, respectively.

http://www.phayul.com/news/article.aspx?id=41965&t=1
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Am 26. November setzte sich nachmittags der 24-jährige Yonten in der Ortschaft
Meruma im Bezirk Ngaba (heutige Provinz Sichuan) in Brand. Er sei laut
Informanten von RFA sofort tot gewesen. Es ist unklar, ob es seinen Angehörigen
erlaubt war, sich der sterblichen Überreste anzunehmen. Die Situation in Meruma
sei zurzeit wegen der verschräften Überwachung durch Sicherheitskräftge sehr
angespannt, und alle Kommunikationskanäle seien von den Behörden unterbunden
worden.

Soweit bekannt, war Yonten in seiner Jugend Mönch im lokalen Kloster Kirti, trat
aber später aus und führte ein Leben als Nomade.

Die Ortschaft Meruma und das Kloster Kirti in Ngaba waren Schauplatz zahlreicher
Selbstverbrennungen in den letzten Jahren. Die letzten Selbstverbrennungen
hatten sich vor genau einem Jahr ebenfalls in dieser Region ereignet.

Radio Free Asia und Phayul, 28. November 2019 // Dr. Uwe Meya (Bild: Radio Free
Asia)
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