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Kandidaten, die im Offentlichen Dienst in Tibet eine Anstellung suchen, missen vorher
einen «Loyalitatstest» absolvieren, in dem sie den Dalai Lama denunzieren. Eine
entsprechende Anordnung in der sogenannten Autonomen Region Tibet (TAR) fordert von
allen Kandidaten, dass sie in dem Test den Dalai Lama «blossstellen und kritisieren». Wenn
sie durchfallen, erhalten sie keine Anstellung.

Im April hatte die lokale Regierung der TAR eine Kampagne zur Rekrutierung von neuen
Angestellten im Offentlichen Dienst und im Bildungssektor angekiindigt. Wie das Bro fir
Neueinstellungen mitteilte, sei die Rekrutierung von Absolventen des Bildungssystems
«von grosser Bedeutung», und man habe diesbeztglich eine «Reihe von Massnahmen»
getroffen.

Tibeter finden allerdings immer weniger noch Anstellungen in diesen Sektoren, da es eine
zunehmende Zahl von Absolventen aus China gibt, die in diese Positionen drangen. Als
Voraussetzung gilt insbesondere das flissige Beherrschen von Mandarin, was Tibeter von
Beginn an benachteiligt.

Radio Free Asia. 17. Oktober 2019 // Dr. Uwe Meya
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A classroom in a school in Tibet's regional capital Lhasa is shown in a 2015 photo.
AP

Tibetan college graduates looking for work in Tibet’s public sector are being forced by
Chinese authorities to denounce exiled spiritual leader the Dalai Lama before they are
given jobs, a Tibetan advocacy group said this week.

To be considered for employment, applicants must “expose and criticize the Dalai
[Lama]” and display loyalty to the ruling Chinese Communist Party, the Washington-
based International Campaign for Tibet (ICT) said in an Oct. 16 statement, quoting
from recruitment notices recently issued in China’s Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR).

Applicants failing this loyalty test will be disqualified from work in public institutions,
ICT said.

Regarded by Chinese leaders as a dangerous separatist, the Dalai Lama fled Tibet into
exile in India in the midst of a failed 1959 national uprising against rule by China,

which marched into the formerly independent Himalayan region in 1950.

Displays by Tibetans of the Dalai Lama’s photo or public celebrations of his birthday
and calls for his return have been harshly punished in the past.

In a statement on Wednesday, ICT president Matteo Mecacci said the new restrictions
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on employment in Tibet “symbolize the additional systematic discrimination imposed
on Tibetans living under Chinese rule.”

“Being forced to denounce the Dalai Lama—a Nobel Peace Laureate who for Tibetans
is a source of pride and great inspiration—to get a job, is an unnecessary humiliation
and discrimination, which only hardens the Tibetan spirit of resistance, and certainly
does not provide legitimacy to Chinese rule in Tibet.”

“Moreover, the requirements to reveal [or] denounce a certain political opinion violate
the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, as protected in Article 18 [of
the U.N.] Universal Declaration of Human Rights,” Mecacci said.

Many jobs out of reach

TAR authorities beginning in April announced a recruitment drive for a range of
positions in Tibet’s civil service and education sectors, ICT said on Wednesday.

Party authorities “have always attached great importance to the employment of
college graduates and adopted a number of measures to arrange employment for
college graduates,” Tibet’s Autonomous Region College Graduates Employment and
Entrepreneurship Leading Group Office said in a June 5 statement, quoted by ICT.

However, Tibetan college and university graduates still struggle to find work in
Tibetan regions of China despite reports in state media of high rates of employment,
Tibetan sources told RFA in earlier reports.

Employment for Tibetans in the coveted government sector has meanwhile been
placed largely out of reach, with more Chinese university graduates coming in to
Tibetan areas of China to compete for jobs.

And requirements for proficiency in Mandarin Chinese in testing and consideration for
employment have further disadvantaged Tibetan students, as China seeks to promote
the dominance of Chinese culture and language in Tibetan areas, sources say.

Language rights have become a focus for Tibetan efforts to assert national identity in
recent years, with informally organized language courses typically deemed “illegal
associations,” and teachers subject to detention and arrest.

Reported by RFA's Tibetan Service. Written in English by Richard Finney.
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